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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The New England Home for Little Wanderers! receives 
children for both temporary and long time foster care . The 
purpose of this study is to examine from the latter group the 
records of those children who were placed during t he period 
1943 - 1948 and who are currently in placement, in order to 
determine whether the child's relationship to his own family 
is continued during such a long time placement. Is a con-
tinuing interest in the child manifested by the parents, 
siblings, and other relatives, and in what ways? Does t he 
child show an interest in, and a need for, a relationship to 
his own family? What is the worker's function? In short, 
does long time foster placement mean the termination of a 
child's relationship to his own family, or is a sense of 
belonging and of interest maintained in spite of physical 
separation? 
SCOPE OF THE STUDY 
This study include s thirty-three children, all of 
whom were placed during the years 1943 - 1948, and who have 
been continuously in placement, and who are currently in 
placement as of November 1, 1951. This includes placement in 
1 Hereafter ref erred to as LWH. 
II 
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either foster home, school or institution, and in some cases 
more than one type was used. 
LIMITATIONS OF THIS STUDY 
Because of the comparatively small number of cases 
included in this study, any conclusions should be applied 
only to this specific study and not given any wider sig-
nificance. The study is also limited to the points stated 
above, although many other aspects of foster placement and 
its implications are suggested by the material found in the 
case records. Also to be considered is the limitation of 
the recorded material in some instances. Especially is this 
noted when several contacts by the worker over a period of 
months are recorded in summarized form with the resultant 
loss of some of the details of observation and of case work 
activity. Because all of the cases included are currently 
active, any evaluation of the situation is applicable only 
as of the date of this study, November 1, 1951. 
METHOD OF THIS STUDY 
. 
From the records of those children placed during the 
period referred to above (1943 - 1948), thirty-three cases 
were selected for this study. There were other children 
placed during this time, but some did not continue in place-
ment for a long enough period to be still active at this time. 
Others were eliminated; (1) those whose legal custody had 
been assumed by LWH or some other social agency, thus 
2 
implying a discontinuance of further contact with one's ovm 
family; (2) those placed with adoption in view, which also 
means a termination of further relationship with one's nat-
ural family; and (3) one who was a displaced person and had 
no known living family. 
Since this study was concerned with long time place-
ment, three years was selected arbitrarily as the lower limit 
to be considered because it appeared to constitute an adequate 
period of time in which to observe the family relationships 
under a wide variety of situations. The five year interval, 
1943 - 1948, was selected in order to include a sufficient 
number of cases to give meaning to the study. It also pro-
vided a range of years in placement from a minimum of three 
years to an upper limit of eight years. 
The material in the case folders was read, consisting 
of both the child's record and t he family record . Where it 
seemed of value, correspondence was also read, from which was 
extracted information germane to this study. A schedule was 
used in the reading of the cases, on which information was 
recorded and later abstracted for inclusion in Chapter IV. 
By way of clarification, the term family relationship, 
as herein used, included two different aspects. First, it 
shall be considered that a relationship consists of overt 
acts, behavior, verbalization and attitudes expressed mutu-
ally between relative and child. Such a relationship is vis-
3 
ible and can be observed objectively. Second, it shall be 
considered that a relationship also consists of inner, non-
visible, emotional factors which cannot be measured or ob-
served objectively, but the significance of which can be 
evaluated in the light of one's knowledge of the symbolic 
meaning of human behavior. 
~ 
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CHAPTER II 
AGENCY SETTING 
The original charter of the New England Home for 
Little Wanderers, which was organized in 1865, states its 
purpose as "rescuing children from want and shame, providing 
them with food and clothing, giving them instruction in mind 
and heart and placing them with the consent of their parents 
or guardians in Christian Homes . 11 2 In 1910 the present sys-
tem of placing children in boarding homes under the super-
vision of social workers from the agency replaced the pre-
vious system of adoption or placement in free homes. The 
present building Vias erected in 1914 and contains the admin-
i strati ve offices, the child placing and home finding depart-
ments, the hospital unit, and the child study department. 
There are facilities for about forty children ranging from 
infants to adolescents . There is an ungraded school for 
those who are in the third grade or over . A country board-
ing home for boys, Longview Farm, is operated by the Home 
for Little Wanderers at Walpole, Mass . 
Children remain in the Home for a limited time only 
during which time the study is carried on. The idea evolved 
gradually as the need for child study was recognized in order 
to carry out the child placing program of the agency. It is 
2 Little Wanderers Advocate, Vol. LXXVII, No. 3, 
September, 1941, p . 5. 
ll 
5 
II 
I! 
II 
believed that children's personalities and needs are best 
understood if one can have the benefit of trained but casual 
observation over a period of weeks, and that the agency has 
a better opportunity of understanding the child' s needs and 
motivations after members of the staff have lived with him 
from day to day as he eats, sleeps, goes to school, and forms 
relationships, than if he is observed for only a few hours or 
at an out-patient clinic. "There is also the advantage of 
consultation among psychiatrist, pediatrician, psychologist , 
social worker, teacher, and other staff members as needed."3 
Weekly staff conferences are held at which the case 
of each child is considered as the period of study is com-
pleted. The social worker presents a summary of the case 
history; the pediatrician presents a summary of the medical 
findi~gs including reports of special medical examinations; 
the school report is given by the teacher for those old enough 
to be in school; the house report by the matron gives the im-
pressions of the counsellors who have observed t he chi ld dur-
ing his residence at LWH; results of tests given by the psy-
chologist are included, and the psychiatrist concludes with 
her findings and diagnosis. This is followed by discussion 
of the case by the staff members and representatives of the 
3 Florence Clothier, M.D., "The Role of the Study 
Home in Child Guidance," Mental Hygiene, Vol. XXVIII, No . 1, 
J anuary, 1944, p . 64. 
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referring agency, and recommendations are made for the child's 
future care and training . Some cases remain under the care 
of L~~ for foster home or school supervision, or supervision 
in the child's own home. Other cases referred by other agen-
cies for advice in planning for the child remain under their 
supervision . 
Children may be accepted for temporary care, study, 
or placement according to the request of the applicant and 
the decision of the Intake Department. In some cases tempor-
ary care is sought due to the fact that no other provisions 
can be made at the time. Study may be requested in the hope 
of learning more about the child's behavior and personality 
and the reasons for not adjusting. Study may also be reques-
ted for children with physical symptoms for which there is no 
organic base, or they may be referred for delinquency . Place-
ment in a foster home or a group setting may be requested when 
the applicant feels this might be the best solution to the 
problem. Some applications are made directly by parents or 
relatives who may have heard of the services offered by LWH, 
or they may have been referred by other agencies. Other 
applications are made directly by agencies, including hos-
pitals , schools, probation officers, as well as by children's 
or family agencies . The cost of care is determined by the 
ability to pay on the part of the parent, relative, or agency, 
and some cases are accepted on a free basis. The Home 
7 
hesitates in accepting children for long time care unless a 
partial payment toward support can be depended upon from 
relatives or from another agency. 
In general, efforts are made toward keeping the child 
with his own family, but if removal from his home is thought 
best, some children may become permanent wards of LV'H until 
they reach their majority. If a parent will accept financial 
responsibility for the child, long time foster home or group 
pl acement may be made and the case is carried under the 
Department of Foster Care. 
8 
CHAPTER III 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATORE 
Use of Foster Placement for Children 
Foster placement has long been recognized as a means 
of meeting the needs of those children who, for various rea-
sons, must be removed from their own homes. The decision 
as to whether it should be an institutional placement or a 
foster family placement is based on the particular needs of 
the child and is predicated on casework methods . It is ac-
cepted that for some children an institutional setting is 
best, while for others, a close- knit family setting may be 
more satisfactory. This principle was recognized by the 
1940 White House Conference: 
Foster care in a family home or an institution 
should be preceded by social service to determine 
whether such care will be to the child's best 
interest and the type of care which best suits 
his needs.4 
While every effort is usually made to keep the child 
in his own home, there are some situations where removal and 
foster care is necessary. For some children it is pro tection 
from gross neglect or abuse, or from emotional deprivation. 
Foster placement provides in these cases a substitute home. 
In other instances, "· •• foster placement functions as an 
instrument or tool ••• for the eradication or modification 
4 Emma Lundberg, Unto the Least of These, p. 316 . 
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of undesirable attitudes or habits.n5 In this study, the 
reasons for placement overlap since some of the children, for 
example, deprived of one parent through death or absence from 
the home, might also be referred for a behavior problem . Re-
ferral was seldom made for a single reason only. 
Meaning of Family Relationships 
Children in placement have been described as "· . . 
living in one place and loving in another."6 It is all too 
evident that physical separation of the child from his family 
does not also constitute emotional separation. In speaking 
of family relationships in this study, two aspects are to be 
considered. First is the existence of family relationships 
as manifested in visits, letters, telephone calls, and gifts 
on the part of the parent or relative. Second is the inner 
relationship which is expressed in behavior, attitudes, and 
verbalization on the part of the child. 
Children are influenced by the absent parent. 
V1e have to go back to a misconception upon which 
some - perhaps many - foster home pl acements are 
made. That is the mistaken idea that one has only 
to remove a child from a bad environment and place 
him in a good one to make him a responsible citizen. 
If the placement is to be more than just trans-
ferring a child into a good environment , we must 
5 Edith M. H. Baylor and Elio D. Monachesi, The Re-
habilitation of Children, p. 310. 
6 Mary E. Lewis, "Long-Time Temporary Placement," 
Child Welfare, 30:3, October, 1951. 
[J 
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realize that the child does have an inner life in 
which he maintains a parent-child relationship. 
Secondly we must accept evidence of numerous ·cases 
in which physical separation of the parent and the 
child does not necessarily interfere with the 
parent ' s influence on the child.. . • • The child 
continues to maintain some kind of a relationship 
wi th his parents long after they are separ ated . 
The relationship may be one that exists entirely 
in the child's inner life and has no counterpart 
in reality. In it may mingle love, anger, dis-
appointment. ~batever these feelings are, part 
of their power over the child comes from the fact 
that they are hidden. Feelings that have no out-
let have a strong effect upon the per sonality.7 
For some time the focus of the child placing agencies 
has been on the child as an individual, and it is only com-
paratively recently that concern has also been expressed for 
his relationship with his own family . Hopefully, with the 
intake interview, the goal is seen as strengthening of the 
home so that the child may eventually return . If this is to 
be the purpose, then it is obvious that attention must be 
directed not only to the child in the placement situation, 
but also to the parent as someone to be helped in his re-
lationship with the child and in his ability to more ade-
auately utilize his ca pacities toward resumption of his par-
ental role. For some children there may never be an oppor-
tunity of returning to their own parents, and placement may 
then become a long-time situation with the parent neither 
able to relinquish the child for adoption, nor abl e to 
7 Almeda Jolowicz, 11 A Foster Child Needs His Own 
Parents," The Child, 12:18-19, August, 1947. 
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provide for him a home of his own. It is in such cases as 
these that the problem of maintaining a parent-child relation-
ship is most difficult. The parent requires help in feeling 
needed and important to the child, while the child needs not 
only to establish a firm relationship with his foster parents, 
but also to keep alive the sense of belonging to a family unit 
of his own. 
One condition of good child welfare work ob-
viously is a constant regard both for the child's 
family and for the child as a part of his family. 
Some of the crudities of work with children in the 
last century, and even at the present time, result 
from treatment of the child too exclusively as an 
individual with no regard for the emotional bonds 
or for the various other ties, whether assets or 
liabilities, that may be found in the relationship 
\Vith his family.8 
There are instances when contacts and further rela-
tionship with the parent has been thought harmful because of 
the disturbing effect that such contacts may have on the 
child. Some children feel most hostile toward the parent , 
who , to them, seems to have rejected them by desertion and by 
placement . It is then for the worker to develop the more 
positive aspects of the relationship . 
Certain children are bound by such strong 
negative bonds to their parents, are so entrenched 
in their illusions about them, that they defy and 
defeat any attempt to dispel their illusions on 
the part of the worker or the foster parent . 
8 Howard w. Hopkirk, Institutions Serving Children, 
Russell Sage Foundation, 1944, p . 131. 
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Sometimes we try to protect the child in foster 
care from his own parents, but in so doing we un-
wittingly strengthen whatever illusions he already 
has about them.9 
For the parent , visiting, payment of board, or bring-
ing of gifts may be a real means by which he is discharging 
his responsibility as a parent, or it may be a means by which 
he is meeting his guilt at not being able to be a real parent 
and to provide a normal home environment for the child. The 
parent needs help in understanding his responsibilities and 
his needs, and "· •• lacking guidance in these matters, par-
ents may become cold and unsympathetic."10 It has been found 
however, " ••• that many children return to their own fam-
ilies is a more real possibility than we once believed.u11 
Not only are the continuing relationships to a family 
meaningful in considering the return of the child to his own 
home at some future time, but it is also true that the child 
who has a good relationship with his own family is far more 
likely to make a good adjustment to the foster hom€. 
As a general rule most child placing agencies 
make it a practice to maintain friendly relations 
between the child and his family during the period 
of his care. This is a necessity since we live in 
a culture that puts importance and emphasis upon 
9 Dorothy Hutchinson, "The Parent-Child Relationship 
as a Factor in Child Placement," The Family, 27 :5,April , 1946. 
10 Howard Hopkirk, op. cit. 
11 Ruth Weisenbar ger , "Direct Casework with the Child 
in Foster Home Pl&cement," Child Welfare, 30:3, April, 1951. 
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belonging to a family even though the family may be 
most undesirable. Since children are seldom placed 
with the idea of permanency, the agency must be care-
ful to strengthen existing ties between t he child 
and his family, and where these ties do not exist, 
it should be the agency's function to create them • 
• • • The maintenance of healthy relations be-
tween the child and his family is one of the factors 
making for favorable response to foster home care.12 
Problems of Family Relationships in Long Time Placement 
The problem of family relationships in long time 
placement differs from that in other more temporary place-
ments chiefly in the length of time such a relationship is 
to endure, and in the resulting strains and stresses intensi-
fied by the prolonged period of separation during which the 
child needs constant assurance of his place in the family of 
his birth. At the same time he needs help in adapting him-
self to the placement in order to gain satisfaction from the 
sense of belonging there also. 
It is not always possible at the time placement is 
requested to tell whether it will be for a short period only 
or whether it is likely to result in a long, drawn-out proc-
ess. While pla cement ideally is a temporary arrangement with 
return to the natural family at the end of a specified period 
as the goal, often this period may be prolonged. There is 
no clear definition of the meaning of long time care."Some-
times it is defined in terms of years or months and sometimes 
12 Baylor and Monachesi, op. cit.,pp. 244-~46. 
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as a placement in which the solution of the problem is not 
definitely foreseeable.nl3 Regardless of the definition, 
one common thread is apparent in all, indicating that long 
time care often has no more specific purpose than to relieve 
the parent of the immediate care of the child. It still im-
plies the desirability of case work service to help the par-
ent in resuming the parental role. The casework relation-
ship must be a sustaining one and often may continue over a 
period of several years. It is in the long time situations 
that parents so often become lost to their children and grad-
ually drift away. They have been assuming little or no re-
sponsibility for them, and sometimes are actually pushed out 
of the picture by the worker or by the foster parents. 
It is in situations such as this that ~e often see 
the children unable to move into a relationship with the fos-
ter parents because of their hostility and their confusion 
over their own parents . We also sometimes see the child who, 
during placement, will have grown so away from his own family, 
that he no longer has a common bond with them, and remains in 
conflict between the two situations - his own family to whom 
our culture emphasizes one 's loyalty, and the foster family 
to whom he also owes so much after sharing their home for a 
number of years. 
13 Henrietta Gordon, "Long Time Care," Child Welfare , 
29:5, January, 1950. 
15 
A study was conducted by the Child Welfare League of 
America, in which it was determined that the problem of the 
child in long time care was the problem of the teen age child 
and of the unwanted child. 
Is the door to his own home closed to him? Is 
adoption no longer possible for him? Is the imper-
manence of foster care all that we can offer this 
adolescent who so desparately needs and wants the 
status and security of family relationships? 
As for parental interest in the children, we 
find a sustained interest manifested for 56% of 
the institutional children and only 24% of the 
non-institutional children. For the rest, parental 
interest was either absent or irregular. The mean-
ing that stands out is that children in long-time 
care are primarily unwanted children. The problem 
of long-time care, then, is primarily the problem 
of the unwanted child .l~ 
The unwanted child still needs his own family and 
may actually keep a relationship to them in his inner life 
which is the only means he has of feeling that he belongs 
somewhere. The parent's guilt at placement often over whelms 
him and after a period of unsatisfactory contacts with the 
child and with the foster family, he may withdraw comple tely 
from his parental role. "Although it i s to his own f amily 
tha t the child needs to belong, he must also be able to find 
a place in the foster home. This is possible only when the 
parent is satisfied with his place in the child's life."15 
14 Irving Weissman, "Children in Long-Time Foster 
Care," Child Welfare, 29 :4, June, 1950. 
15 Henrietta Gordon, op. cit. 
r 
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The child in long time placement needs to have his 
O'?ffi family's interest demonstrated to him through their con-
cern and affection within a dependable and regular relation-
ship. 
17 
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CHAPTER IV 
CASE MATERIAL 
Of the total of thirty-three individual children 
studied, the following twelve cases, representing eighteen 
children, are herewith presented in summarized form, with an 
interpretation following each case. They are grouped as 
follows: 
1. Three cases illustrating the influence of the parent 
in the inner life of the child . 
2. Two cases in which relatives other than parents evi-
denced some overt interest in helping the child feel that he 
belonged to a real family. 
3. Three cases in which the relationship manifested more 
positive than negative factors. 
4. Three cases in which the relationship manifested more 
nega t ive than positive factors. 
5. One case in which five children from one family were 
placed, illustrating the relationship maintained among the 
children themselves and to the parents, and in which the 
wor ker played an active part. 
II 
The above cases were selected because they are typical 
of the entire number studied. Those presented in the follow-
ing pages might well be placed in more than one of the groups 
designated, because of the interrelationship and overlapping II 
II 
11 
18 
of the many factors, overt and inner. The grouping was made 
on the basis of what seemed to be the predominant features. 
Names and other material which might lead to identification 
have been altered. 
Grou p I 
Case 1 
Edith was eight years old when she was re-
ferred for placement in 1947 because her parents 
were separated, and the foster home where she had 
already been since she was four could no longer 
keep her. There was a younger brother, Alfred, born 
in 194~, who had been pla.ced with relatives and 
there was no further reference to him in the record. 
There were brief contacts with the father 
early in the placement, and he paid her board for 
some time , but discontinued participation and the 
mother later assumed part of the expense. The 
father, in his few contacts with the child , always 
made rosy promises of the future which never mat-
erialized, but to which ~dith clung with hope and 
longing. When these promises did not materialize, 
it was for the worker to poi nt out reality to her, 
but she showed extreme reluctance to accept the fact 
tha t her father would probably never be a real 
father to her. 
The paternal grandparents lived near-by, and 
showed interest in the child at the beginning of 
placement in 1947, often having her visit them for 
week ends, and it was here that she used to see her 
father most often. By 1949 the parents had obtained 
a divorce and the interest of the grandparent waned . 
The maternal grandparents were separated. The 
maternal grandmother showed interest in Edith by 
visiting often, but she became so critical of the 
mother and of the foster parents, that she was dis-
turbing to them and to Edith. Her visits were 
discontinued at the suggestion of the worker after 
she showed no willingness to regulate them other-
wise. There seemed to be no evidence of a close 
relationship to either set of grandparents and 
19 
their dropping from her life appeared to have no 
obvious effect. 
The mother lived near and visited regularly every 
two weeks , enjoying a close relationship with the 
foster mother . Edith seemed to look forward to her 
mother's visits, but her longing was always directed 
toward the absent father rather than toward the 
mother who was present . The mother worked in an 
office and lived with a friend from whom she rented 
a room. Little activity has been noted toward ever 
reestablishing a home for Edith, although at first 
it was the aim. 
There have been three placements for Edith since 
1947, the last being in 1948 when a home was found 
in which there was a strong father figure who has 
helped her to live through her feelings about her 
own father, and we find her beginning to ask the 
mother if she might talk to her about her father . At 
the beginning of the last placement, Edith was sure 
she would be going to live with her father and that 
this home was only a very temporary arrangement, but 
as she developed a relationship with the foster 
father, at just about the time the actual father 
disappeared, she was better able to face reality. 
Expressions of ambivalence were recorded such as, 
"I am going to stay here (foster home) until I 
grow up and have a family of my own," and again, 
"Sometimes I get homesick, even in this house . " 
In 1951 a transfer summary records that the 
worker feels that Edith has had enough changes i n 
mother figures during her short life, and her re-
lationship to her own mother has been ambivalent. 
Edith has accepted the divor ce of her parents and 
the loss of her own father in the last year and a 
half, but retains some hostility toward her mother 
as the cause of the separation. The child's strong 
relationship with the present foster father has 
helped her work through to a healthy acceptance 
of her life situation. 
Interpretation 
This case illustrates clearly the influence of the 
absent parent . In spite of the presence of the mother, the 
child's idealized picture of her father persisted and the 
20 
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unreality was only slowly dispelled by the worker 's interpre-
tation, and by the presence of a strong father figure in the 
foster home to whom she can relate. The mother continues 
good contacts through regular and frequent visiting, but the 
grandparents seem to be out of the picture entirely. 
Case 2 
Mary was twelve years old when she was referred 
to LWH by the Social Service Department of a hospital 
in 1948 because of convulsions thought to be due to 
emotional causes. ohe had been living with her father 
and step-mother, her own mother having died when Mary 
was seven. During the short time that Mary was at 
LWH for study, her attitude toward the step-mother's 
visits was so hostile and she was so disturbed by 
them that the visits were restricted at the sugges-
tion of the agency. 
When she was first placed, it was arranged f or 
Mary to have psychiatric interviews at a clinic, and 
the step-mother was asked not to visit for six months. 
During this period, Mary was able to express her 
fears and hostilities toward the step-mother and 
showed relief when she was able to accept the fact 
that she was not expected to feel love toward some-
one who was an inconsistent and demanding person. 
During the period, 1948 - 1950, the step-mother left 
the father and was last known to be living with an-
other man. 
The father, an immature person, visited Mary 
occasionally, and usually expressed his criticisms of 
the step-mother to her, with the result that she was 
invariably upset by the contacts. He then went to 
a mid-west state, presumably to find work, and 
while there would telephone Mary and prom.ise her 
gifts which he never produced. While there he was 
constantly in and out of jail for minor infractions 
of the law. On the occasion of one relea·se from 
jail, he visited Mary for four consecutive days, 
much to the child's delight, then there was no \\'ord 
from him for two weeks, which plunged her into a 
depression. 
II 
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In 1949 at a joint conference among the agencies, 
including LWH and the father's probation officer, it 
was thought best to work toward severing connections 
of Mary with her father . The worker tried inter-
preting to Mary her father's personality and insta-
bility, and her adjustment to the foster home became 
more secure with Mary considering it her very own. 
It was thought by the psychi atr ist that the child 
was suffering from a grief r eaction brought on by 
the death of her mother when she was seven . The 
worker took the responsibility of talking with Mary 
about her mother , taking her to visit the grave, 
and secured for her the death certificate . In ad-
dition, she was given her bir th certificate to help 
her toward a reassurance of her parentage. Mary 
was helped to accept the reality of her mother's 
death, but her father was another story . 
In 1950, the father was deported to Canada, and 
on his visit to Mary before this incident, she re-
lated to him as a more m2ture person, seeming to 
realize his immaturity and counselling him about 
his actions . It was shortly after this that Mary 
ran away from her foster home and refused to go 
back, giving as one of her reasons that the foster 
mother kept her a little girl and would not let her 
grow up, which she seemed to resent . It was noted 
by the psychiatrist that running away was a more 
mature level of handling her feeling than by con-
vulsions for which she had been referred. 
Later the father returned to the United States, 
and was again in jail. Mary begged the worker to 
take her to visit him, and although an attempt was 
made to avoid meeting the request, Mary was insist-
ent . The father was overjoyed to see her and Mary 
left in a happier frame of mind than she had been 
in for some time, taking with her many gifts which 
the father made for her in jail . 
Since running away from her foster home in 1950, 
Mary has been unable to settle for any length of 
time, with three changes in her placement. A brother, 
George, 14, and a paternal uncle , with whom he lived, 
had both visited Mary occasionally and these visits 
had been encouraged. A trial placement with the 
uncle lasted only a few days , and it was thought 
that a group placement might next be tried for Mary. 
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The worker has been quite active in this case 
visiting at least twice a month . 
Interpretation 
Mary was a severely disturbed child when she was re-
ferred for study and possible placement, already having ex-
perienced rejection and neglect in her own home as well as 
separation by the death of her mother. This incident con-
tributed to her guilt feelings and it was extremely difficult 
for her to adjust well in any foster home. With the help of 
the psychiatrist and the support of the worker, she is being 
helped to see her father as a reality figure and she seems 
the more mature of the two. In spite of the reality of his 
immaturity and insecurity, she retains a strong bond toward 
him in spite of the decision of the agencies to work toward 
termination. The interest of the paternal uncle seemed to 
reactivate some of her old conflicts, sho~~ng the continua-
tion of a strong inner relationship to the father, undesirabl~ 
as he may be. 
Case 3 
Frank was ten years old when he was referred 
for placement in 1947, having already experienced 
placement for a year because of the desertion of 
his father in 1946 . A few months later his father 
had been located, and then the mother disappeared 
and has not been located to this day. The father 
took the boy to live with him in a rented room. 
In 1947 he was referred to LV1H by the father's 
landlady, who was also by then the prospective 
step-mother, because she did not wish Frank to 
live with them after their marriage. Sensing the 
feeling, apparently Frank has been exhibiting 
difficult and disturbing behavior. 
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L~~ placed Frank in 1948 and he is still in the 
same foster home where he seems to have made a good 
adjustment. From the first he called the foster-
parents "Mommy" and "Daddy," and while he sometimes 
talked about his own parents, it was felt that his 
loyalties and ties were with the foster family. 
The father visi ted seldom and displayed an out-
of-sight out-of-mind attitude with little indication 
that he ever thought of Frank returning to the home. 
Although there were several other relatives, uncles, 
aunts, and grandparents, no interest was shown by 
them. 
In 1940 the foster parents began talking about 
moving to another state and wanted to take Frank 
with them. He was most excited about this proposal 
until he saw his father on one of his few visits. 
Immediately he told the foster parents that he had 
changed his mind about moving and expressed a wish 
for staying near his father, saying that he and 
his father had "some plans." This created a diffi-
cult situation for the foster parents in suddenly 
having to compete with the natural father who had 
been so completely out of the picture until now. 
Loyalties were torn and they came to believe that 
Frank could be happy only if he would be able to 
see his father now and then. Following the visit 
with the father, mentioned above, there was a 
period from April until Christmas during which 
the father never came near Frank and his feeling 
of desertion was acute. The foster parents gained 
some satisfaction in the insecurity reflected by 
Frank, and he now expressed a wish to them that 
he would like to move wherever they might go . Not 
only did he begin to see his foster parents in 
terms of security but the record indicates that 
he began to adopt some of the foster father's 
manner! sms. 
Interpretation 
This illustrates the ambivalence of feeling surround-
ing the parent and how the child clings with tenacity to any 
spark of interest, no matter how slight it may be . While it 
appeared that Frank had adjusted well, the brief visit with 
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his father served to arouse wishful thinking about the ideal 
father figure, and adversely affected his adjustment to the 
substitute parents. The case also demonstrates the unrest 
often shown by children as they reach adolescence and begin 
to tnink of their identity in relation to their own families. 
Summary of Group I 
The three cases summarized above demonstrate the 
place of the absent parent in the inner life of the child. 
Edith was able, with help from the worker, gradually to face 
the reality of her father's failure to be a parent, and to 
form a good positive relationship to the foster father. Mary 
also manifested evidence of a strong inner tie to a weak 
father. It is of significance that the agencies involved in 
the family situation thought it best to sever the connections 
of Mary and her father, yet the bond toward the father con-
tinues, apparently nurtured by the infrequent visits, which 
are now often initiated by the child herself. The role of the 
deceased parent is also illustrated in this case, with Mary 
being helped by the worker to accept the reality of her 
mother's death. It appears as if the child has identified 
with her mother and shows identification in her mature, adult 
attitude she has now adopted toward her father. The third 
case is further evidence of the place of the father in the 
child's dreams and the attendant ambivalence. One sees 
no expression of the boy with respect to his mother who has 
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been out of his life since 1946. In spite of adjusting well 
to the foster home, the father's visit and casual conversation 
were enough to disrupt loyalties and bring to the surface the 
wishful longing that had been hidden for so long. 
GROUP II 
This group consists of two cases in which relatives 
other than the parent took some part in helping the child to 
feel a sense of belonging to a na tural family. 
Case 4 
Jean w.as referred to LWH in 1943 when she ~as 
eight years old. She was illegitimate and had been 
in two different foster placements since birth. The 
mother was married at the time of Jean's birth, but 
the husband was not the natural father, although 
there were other children by the marriage. The 
mother died shortly before Jean was referred to LWH 
for help in placement. She presented problems in 
the area of masturbation, stealing, and other dis-
turbing behavior. 
J ean was placed eight times between 1943 and 
1948, each ti~e her removal being requested be-
cause the foster family could not continue to meet 
her disturbed behavior in the home. From 1945 to 
1948 she was placed in a boarding school where her 
older half sister, Betty, was also a student. This 
situation seemed to meet Jean's needs and she and 
Betty seemed to meet Jean's needs and she and 
Betty formed a friendship which appeared to mean 
a great deal to both of them. Because of the broken 
home and Jean's illegitimacy, there were few reality 
figures to whom she could be helped to relate . 
Betty left school before Jean, and she became some-
what unstable, so her visits to Jean at the school 
were discontinued at the request of school officials. 
In 1948, Jean was thought to again be ready for 
a foster family placement, and there has been only 
one home placement at this time. Coincident with 
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the placement in a family home, the worker began 
to contact a maternal aunt, Mrs . Lock, with whom 
Betty had been living, and a lso Betty 's brother, 
William . The contact was made for the purpose of 
talking with her about Jean and encouraging her to 
get in touch with the child, interpreting to her 
the girl 's need for a family contact. The worker 
also recognized that Jean and Betty needed each 
other. 
Contacts were resumed and the aunt began to 
take an interest until Betty made the suggestion 
tha t she would assume financial obligation for 
Jean if the aunt would take her into the home to 
live. At this the aunt withdrew somewhat and com-
pl ained of ill health which would prevent her from 
participating in such a plan . At this time there 
were no visits or communications with Jean from 
March until October, and the effect could be noted 
in Jean's attitudes and comments. At one time when 
in a store, she remarked, "If I had a Daddy, I 
could have all these things," and she would ask the 
worker from time to time about her "real father." 
Of her sister who failed to write or visit for so 
many months , Jean wondered why she had heard noth-
ing and commented to the worker , "I wish she would 
come so I could show her good points just to prove 
there is something good in her. After all, she is 
my sister and you can't hate your own sister .'' It 
appears from the above comment that the foster 
mother might have criticized the sister, causing 
Jean to rise to her defense. 
In 1949 the worker again took the initiative in 
arranging visits with the aunt and sister. On one 
occasion Jean spent the week-end at the aunt's home 
and on her return was most critical of the way t hey 
lived and felt she was lucky to be with the foster 
family. It was not possible at this time to antic-
ipate Jean's ability to break off completely from 
her family ties, but it was wondered if she should 
be protected from such an experience in the future. 
In 1950 her sister was married and Jean went to 
t he wedding, spending a few days with the aunt and 
uncle . The visit was most satisfactory, and doing 
a comple te turnabout, she expressed a wish that she 
might go and live with her relatives. The aunt 
still felt unable to assume responsibility, but 
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this time the relationship continued and they visit 
often. 
It was about this time that Jean learned that 
her half-brother, William, was not in the army as 
she had thought, but was in the Reformatory for a 
misdemeanor. She was told by her foster mother on 
one occasion that if she did not behave she would 
end up like her brother. This seemed to heighten 
her interest in him. She had Betty drive her by 
the Reformatory so she could see what the place 
looked like and has also wanted to write to him. 
The worker has tried to help her understand William 
and to interpret his situation to her. 
Interpretation 
While Jean has no parents, her feeling about the 
absent father is expressed. No indication of her feeling 
about the mother has been pointed out and she apparently 
never talks about her, but the presence of the maternal aunt 
may have helped her to accept the mother's death. The inter-
est of the relatives seemed to have played a part in helping 
the girl adjust to a foster home and to feel the sense of 
belonging which she needed. The importance of letting the 
relatives know that their role is not entirely financial is 
indicated, and their tendency to withdraw from contact when 
they fear they will be expected to help with money. 
Case 5 
Tommy was three and his sister, Shirley, was 
one when they were referred by their father for 
placement. The mother had deserted a few days be-
fore, and he had to make some plan for the children 
so he could return to work. Although Tommy was not 
the legal child of the father, the latter had never 
questioned his responsibility toward him. 
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The children were placed in 1943 and six months 
later the father was inducted in the navy and sent 
overseas. From then until his return in 1946 he 
kept in touch with the children thr ough letters, 
gifts, and telephone calls , when he was near enough . 
The worker pl ayed an active part in writing letters 
also , keeping the relation ship alive . On his return 
he was unable to settle down and after drifting from 
one thing to another, he reenlisted in the navy and 
is still there . He continued to visit the children 
when in the area and has maintained financial re-
sponsibility throughout . His visits were upsetting 
to Tommy, but Shirley showed no overt symptoms. 
Tommy would react by being sick to his stomach, 
failing in his school work, and rocking in his sleep. 
Both children always showed their father ' s picture 
to visitors with some pride . 
The father now is taking less interest in the 
children, although he still visits occasionally. 
In the summer of 1951, two paternal aunts from New 
York, who had been corresponding with the foster 
mother since 1947, took the children to New York 
for a visit , saying that they wanted them to know 
their relatives . The real value of this visit can-
not yet be eval uated, but it appeared to be the 
beginning of an outside contact which might be 
developed . 
Interpretation 
This illustrates the resource that is sometimes avail-
able through relatives who are not close by geographically . 
i~at will develop from this initial contact remains t o be 
seen, but it does present a posi tive beginning and may be 
especially valuable in view of the father's apparent waning 
interest. 
Summary of Group II 
Jean is typical of so ~any children who are without 
either father or mother and who have reached the age where 
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they are not likely to be adopted . The case shows ho\l'' the 
worker can bring other relatives into the picture to whom the 
child may be helped to relate in terms of being a real family. 
The worker's approach to the relatives on this basis clearly 
showed the role of the worker in interpreting and initiating 
such a contact. The relative's fear of becoming involved 
financially appeared to be the precipitating factor in break-
ing off the relationship once, but follow up by the worker I! 
was instrumental in restoring it . 
The second case demonstrates the potential interest 
of relatives at a distance and the possibility of using cor-
respondence in developing it. 
Group III 
This group consists of three cases in which the 
parent-child relationship appeared to manifest more positive 
than negative factors . 
Case 6 
Lenny was an illegitimate child of one month 
v~en his mother asked for help in 1946 in placing 
him until she could secure a divorce from her hus- ' 
band and marry the alleged father, who was then in 
the army. The plans for marriage did not materia l-
ize, and the child is still in placement. She 
visited almost weekly at the beginning, telephoning 
between visits. She usually brought gifts and some-
times took him to visit the maternal grandmother. 
During the five years in placement, Lenny has 
bad three different homes . In 1949 when he was 
three, he began to wonder why he had "two mothers" 
and could not understand why he did not have a 
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father. There was a period when the mother felt 
pushed aside and defeated, with the foster mother 
taking over and competing with her for the child's 
affection . A new home was found where the foster 
mother was a grandmother, and to whom the mother re-
lated with more security. She was encouraged by the 
worker to take a more active part in the child's life 
and visits regularly again. She takes Lenny shopping, 
out for meals, and last year took him with her on her 
summer vacation. The record noted that Lenny's ad-justment is excellent . The mother makes most of her 
arrangements now with the foster mother directly, is 
dependable, and they respect each other. The mother 
has also participated financially since Lenny's first 
placement . 
Because Lenny has been in placement since birth 
and is now only five years old, he has not had much 
opportunity to wonder about his situation and his 
mother's role. The mother still expresses the hope 
that she can find work where she can keep the child 
with her, but in the meantime keeps close contact 
~1th him. 
Interpretation 
The worker evaluates this adjustment as "excellent." 
The child seems to belong both to his own mother and to the 
foster mother and not to experience a confusion in such a 
relationship. Although the original purpose for placement 
has disappeared, the mother has made no further effort toward 
establishing a home of her own. 
Case 7 
Louis was three in 1948, and his sister, June, 
was four months when their mother requested help in 
finding a foster home for them for a six-month per-
iod. The father had deserted and it was the mother's 
plan to apply for Aid to Dependent Children at the 
end of six months, which was one of the eligibility 
requirements for receiving help. It was necessary 
at first to place the children in different homes 
but the mother visited each with regularity and 
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telephoned each home daily. It was necessary for the 
worker to intervene so the foster mothers would not 
be too overwhelmed by the activity. 
She also took Louis to visit June, saying that 
she wanted him to know he had a sister; finally after 
a year of placement, it was possible to move June in-
to the same home with Louis and they have remained 
together in this same home . 
The mother was living with the maternal grand-
mother, and soon found that she could earn more by 
working than she would have if she established a home 
and applied for aid; therefore, she has continued 
the placement plan, paying one half the expense and 
the town meeting the other half. She has continued 
regular contacts with them, bringing them to the 
grandmother's home for Christmas, Thanksgiving, and 
other occasions . The children viere always happy to 
visit but were also happy to return to the foster 
home, apparently adjusting well to both situations. 
At first the mother showered the children with 
a profusion of gifts, as did the other relatives, 
and she bought them unnecessary clothing. With some 
help from the worker she was able to see that she 
was best able to be a mother to the children by 
having them in foster · care , and her expressions of 
guilt subsided. The worker felt that the mother and 
foster mother had developed a good relationship and 
that the latter had encouraged the mother toward a 
more helpful relationship with the children. 
Louis talked about .both his mother and his grand-
mother, but seemed well integrated i r-to the foster 
home, while June is still too young to have expressed 
herself in this area. 
Interpretation 
This is another example of placement undertaken for 
a short period which has extended into a long time placement . 
The children have adjusted well, and at the same time Louis 
sensed his mother as his own family to whom he belonged. 
June, only three now, has known no other life than being in 
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a foster home and so far has sho~n no disturbance by her be-
havior or her attitudes, apparently relating well to both 
mother and foster mother . 
Case 8 
Jimmy was an illegitimate baby of .1bur months 
when he was referred by the mo t her who wanted place-
ment until she could complete her undergraduate work 
at college and establish a home for him. The baby 
was living Tith the alleged fether and his wife in 
another state. He was placed in a foster home in 
1947, where he still remains. 
The mother completed college in 1948 and then 
went on to graduate school, expecting to complete 
her course in 1952. In the meantime, she kept a 
close contact with the child and participates 
financially in his board. She visits every week, 
spends her time playing with him, taking him out 
for a walk or to her room for a few hours . Her 
relationship with the foster parents has been ex-
cellent, and she often spends a week- end at their 
home. 
She now plans to be married, and has introduced 
the prospective husband to Jimmy. It is planned 
that he will go into his own home in the summer of 
1952 after the mother graduates, and the worker 
feels that this is a concrete and realistic plan . 
Interpretation 
This appears to be an example of a better than aver-
age relationship having been maintained by the mother over a 
period of four years . Although the end of the story has not 
yet been written, the probability is that the child will 
move into his own home and into a positive relationshi p which 
has been kept alive through the mother's efforts. 
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Summary of Group III 
Two of the children in this group were illegitimate 
and were placed at the respective ages of one month and four 
months. The mothers, in each case, have maintained a close 
relationship with the child and with the foster mother . 
Jimmy's mother is about to make a real home for him, but 
Lenny's mother appears no nearer to provi ding a home than at 
first. 
Louis and June both seem to have adjusted well and the 
mother was helped to work through her guilt feeling at the 
need for placement. While the relationship between the mother 
and the children is considered by the worker to be good, there 
seems no indication that a home will be established for the 
children . 
In all the above cases visits are frequent and reg-
ular, and the children have a secure relationship to their 
parent , at the same time adjusting well to the foster home. 
GROUP IV 
This group cont&ins three cases in which the relation-
ship between the own family and the child has more negative 
than positive factors. 
Case 9 
Frances was three months old when the mother was 
referred to L~~ to seek help in placing the baby in 
1948. The child was illegitimate and the mother 
was living in a rooming house which was thought by 
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the referring agency to be an unsu1 table home for II 
the baby . Frances was kept in LWH nursery for three II 
months and then a foster home was found where she 
still remains. 
The father was never known. At first the mother 
seemed anxious to participate in the placement and 
expressed anxiety as to how the home would receive 
her . After the baby was placed, the mother failed 
to visit, giving as her reason that she did not feel 
she should until she had earned enough to pay toward 
the expenses. The local welfare office was meeting 
the expense, and still is . 
By 1949, the mother, with whom there had been 
little contact, was learned to be drinking excess-
ively and was thought to be living again with the 
alleged father. Shortly after this she disappeared 
and has not been heard from since. In 1950, a half 
sister, aged 15, tried to get in touch with Frances, 
but the contact was discouraged because it might lead 
to further contact with t~e mother who was considered 
not to present any stability so far as resuming a 
mother role was concerned . Another complication 
centered around the fact that because the mother had 
been so long out of the picture, and the foster 
family had become so attached to the child, the latter 
were interested in adoption if it was possible on the 
basis of the mother's desertion . 
Interpretation 
Because Frances is only three years old and has never 
known her mother, no interest or verbalization has yet been 
expressed by her in relation to her own family. The mother 
appears to have deserted, and the family relationship is not 
only negative but non-existent. 
Case 10 
Martin was seven years old when he was ref erred 
to LWH in 1947 for placement due to a poor school 
adjustment and problem behavior including soiling 
and enuresis . He was an illegitimate child and had 
already been in foster care since birth, his mother 
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having rejected him from the beginning. At the time 
of referral , he was staying with his mother briefly. 
The foster home could not keep him longer and another 
placement had not been found. During the previous 
placement , the mother had not visited for five years, 
nor remembered him on Christmas or on his birthdays. 
A foster home was found by 1¥~ in 1947 and there 
has been only the one placement where Martin seems 
to have found real security. His preference for his 
foster home over his mother's home has been verbal-
ized many times. The natural mother did visit once 
in the first month of placement, but has showed no 
interest since. She did express delight to the 
worker that Martin sent her a gift for Christmas 
(prompted by the foster mother). The mother was 
supposed to contribute to his support but was soon 
in arrears and was brought into court on a non-support 
charge in 1948. Further support was assumed by the 
local welfare department, and there has been no fur-
ther contact between Martin and his mother. 
Martin's problem behavior has disappeared and 
he seerraito express his problem one day when he tol d 
the worker, nI'm always good when I'm with this 
mother." At times he has wanted to change his name 
to that of the foster parents and shows considerable 
reticence about talking of his own mother. 
Interpretation 
In this case .there was actually no family relation-
ship on which to build. An understanding foster home seemed 
to give Martin the security he needed and at his present age 
of eleven years, he seems to have accepted the reality situ-
ation well. 
Case 11 
Nancy was thirteen years old when she was re-
ferred to LWE in 1948, by the SPCC, for study due 
to behavior and failure to adjust in school. Nancy 
had been living with her mother and step-father, 
while her father, who had also remarried, was living 
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in a near-by community. 
Nancy and her mother quarrelled constantly, 
making accusations toward each other, which ended 
with each never wanting to see the otber again. 
The incident which precipitated referral was her 
disturbed behavior when she learned that her mother 
was pregnant, and Nancy ran av.ray. It was thought best, 
as a result of the study, to find a foster home for 
her until some of her conflicts could be worked through . 
She remained at LWH for two months, and during this time 
.would become depressed when her mother failed to write; 
yet she was able to realize that she was not ready to 
return home, and was moved to a foster home in Novem-
ber 1948. 
The father paid Nancy's board in placement and 
visited often during 1949. She seemed to adjust 
fairly well in this home with occasional temper flare-
ups. She told the foster parents once that she wa s 
almost ready to call them Mommy and Daddy, but never 
did bring herself to the point of actually doing it. 
A visit by the mother, step-father and sister helped 
Nancy to verbalize that her mother did not love her, 
and she seemed to accept the idea of not returning to 
her own home. 
The father took Nancy home for Thanksgiving in 
1949, but she had a violent temper outburst and ran 
away to her mother, spending the remainder of the 
week-end with her before returning to the foster 
home. She then thought she would like to visit her 
mother over Christmas and vrith the latter's approval 
this was done . The baby had been born and while 
Nancy said nothing about it, she did appear still to 
have some conflict. After this, trying behavior was 
evident in the foster home, and the foster mother 
felt that Nancy was trying to be bad so that she 
would be sent home . In the meantime the worker was 
making plans for Nancy to go home again for a visit 
during the summer, but suddenly in the spring of 
1950 the baby died, and the mother accused Nancy of 
wanting it to die. This reopened old wounds and 
Nancy's behavior became very upsetting to the foster 
parents and their ovm children . She wondered why 
she could not be adopted and at t he same time was 
pushing for return to her own home. 
Finally, in response to Nancy's desire to see 
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her mother, the worker took her to visit. There 
was a most stormy episode, with the mother accusing 
Nancy of being responsible for the baby's death, 
and they both dissolved in tears. Nancy now seemed 
to realize forcibly the impossibility of ever going 
home. She began to turn toward the worker when she 
realized that her mother would have nothing to do 
with her, and the worker tried to help Nancy to air 
her true feelings about her mother, pointing out 
that Nancy had every reason to resent and to dis-
like her mother. Nancy, however, was quick to say 
that she guessed she liked her mother, "but will 
never be able to live with her.n 
She found more and more difficulty in adjusting 
to a foster home and a group placement was found. 
Here she seemed a little more relaxed but wondered 
why her mother did not write . When she finally 
did write, the letter was a repetition of the pre-
vious accusations , aad a similar letter from the 
sister was withheld, because it was thought to be 
too upsetting to her. She was told by her mother 
that she did not want her at home, to which she 
responded desolately, "Nobody wants me . 11 
In 1951 Nancy was beginning to turn toward other 
contacts and again showed interest in her father. 
A trial placement was found where she could earn 
wages, but this did not work out, and she returned 
to L~H where an arrangement was made so that she 
worked on the hospital floor, and at the same time 
was under the supervision of the worker. 
During September and October, 1951, she visited 
her father and step-mother, seeming to fit into the 
home well, and made arrangements to go and live with 
them. Since Nancy engineered this herself, the 
worker felt ft was worth a trial even though she 
realized that placement with the father had its weak 
points, especially in the light of previous exper-
i ence. At the time of the case reading, she seemed 
happy and contented and had exhibited no temper or 
other behavior difficulty. 
Interpretation 
Nancy was the object of overt rejection on the part 
of both parents, but her conflicts seemed to center around 
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the mother more than the father . It was also evident that 
the mother had a strong conflict arouna Nancy. Her failure 
to enjoy a secure relationship with either parent reflects 
in her difficulty in adjusting to the foster home. It is 
still too early to evaluate the renewal of i nterest in the 
father and what its effect will be. In spite of the violent 
rejection on the part of the mother, this case illustrates 
the ambivalence with which Nancy regards her and the tenacity 
of her hostile feelings, which at the same time form a bond 
to the mother . 
Summary of Group IV 
In the case of both Frances and Martin, the relation-
ship was actually absent even before placement by LWH, so 
that there was nothing to build on. Frances' mother had dis-
appeared and the casework decision was to discourage contact 
with the half sister to avoid further possibility of the 
mother entering the picture, so negative and destructive was 
her influence thought to be . Martin' s mother openly rejected 
him by ignoring him. At this point Martin seems to have ac-
cepted his situation and has integrated into the foster home. 
Nancy presents an interesting picture of a disturbed 
adolescent who recognizes the fact that she probably can never 
live with her mother again, yet she is still bound to her by 
strong negative feelings. "· •• freouently their feelings 
of hostility are so strong that they can neither live with 
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their ovm parent s or let them go.nl6 
GROUP V 
This group contains only one case which includes five 
children from the same family who have been in placement 
since 1947. This illustrates how the children maintained a 
relationship among themselves and to the parents, and the 
worker 's activity. 
Case 12 
In 1947, the father asked for help in placing 
three children, Allan, five, Ruth, two, and Janet, 
eight. The mother had been in a mental hospital for 
a few months and the children had been with the 
father, but the landlady who had been caring for the 
children was going out to work, and there was no one 
to look after them. The father had every expectation 
that the mother would be sufficiently recovered with-
in· a year so that the children could be back in their 
own home. Two other children, Doris, four, and Martha, 
seven, were with a maternal aunt, but she could not 
keep them longer and they were also ref erred by the 
father a month following the first contact. 
The father was able to go with the worker and the 
children when each 'placement was made, and was en-
couraged to take an active interest in the process 
and to visit regularly and often. The worker also 
saw to it ' that each child knew of the other's place-
ment, when they were placed separately, so that there 
was some feeling of unity and participation among the 
children themselves in the placement process . 
Doris and Martha were placed in the same home and 
have been moved only once, which was necessitated by 
the hospitalization of the foster mother. They have 
been in their present foster home since 1949. Ruth 
and Janet were also placed together and have been in 
op . cit. 
16 .Mary E. Lewis, "Long Time Temporary Placement," 1
1 
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the same home since 1948, which is in the same com-
munity as t~eir sisters. Allan was placed alone, but 
in the same town. He had to be replaced once due to 
the illness of the foster mother, and has now been in 
the same home since 1949. 
Before placement, when Allan was still at LWH, 
the worker took him into her office to write a letter. 
Instead he drew a dog carrying a suitcase in its 
mouth, explaining, "That's because the dog wants to 
go on a trip." The worker explained to Allan at this 
time why he and his sisters had to be placed because 
of the mother's illness. Allan showed little response 
to this, but the following day he ran away. 
Allan, from the first, showed more feel ing at be-
ing separated from his family by blustery behavior. 
After about one month of placement, his father dis-
appointed him once by not visiting when he had prom-
ised, and Allan reacted by being in a black mood for 
several days. He had told his foster family at 
first that he would be with them for only about a 
month. Shortly after he was placed, he started to 
eat constantly, and chopped down several small trees 
with a hatchet. However, resumption of visiting by 
his father, and soon by his mother also, changed his 
mood. 
It was interesting that Allan denied for a while 
t o the worker that his mother did visit, but was 
quite talkative about his father's visits. ije seemed 
to adore his father but was not as close to his 
mother, and his anxiety was intensified by her fail-
ure to visit him as often as she visited his sisters. 
The worker explained to Allan that the mother had 
only one day off during the week and was not able to 
see all the children in this short time. Thereafter 
Allan planned to be at his sisters' foster home when 
the mother came. He continually spoke in terms of 
his parents soon reestablishing a home and taking 
them all back. 
Although the mother was discharged from the 
hospital within a year of placement, there seemed to 
be less and less chance of a home being resumed. The 
father and mother grew further and further apart. 
Finally separation was agreed to as the only way . 
Neither had been able to gain any financial security, 
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housi~g was difficult to find, and the mother was 
unsure of her ability to stand the stresses of family 
life which she felt had contributed to her break-
down. The separation at this time seems complete. 
They both visit the children, but not together. 
Ruth and Janet did not express as much difficulty 
and anxiety as did Allan. Both seemed to feel a bond 
for their brother and saw him often. Both parents 
visited here often and regularly. Janet was prefer-
red by her mother to Ruth, and the latter felt left 
out at times . The father, when he visited, often had 
a woman friend in the car which aroused some feeling 
of hostility in Janet, who wished that he would bring 
her mother instead. 
Martha and Doris have made a better adjustment 
i 
to the foster parents than have the others. They • 
were both apprehensive when the parents visited, 
lest they be taken away from the home. The father 
admitted that Martha is one of his children whom he 
could not understand, and the worker felt that the 
foster mother had some hostility toward the father 
which may have colored the children's attitude also. 
While the children had been told at first that 
placement was only until the mother was well, the 
time has dragged on, with the worker urging that 
the situation be explained to the children by the 
parents . The children have maintained a strong con-
tact among themselves and keep some contact with 
other relatives through visits, letters, telephone 
calls, etc . However, it was felt that they had as-
sumed some of the father's antagonism toward the 
maternal relatives . The worker has been continu-
ously active interpreting the r elatives and the 
parents to the children, stressing the positive 
aspects. 
The evaluative summary of the worker in 1951 
states that Martha and Allan showed the most notice-
able gain, and of all the children they suffered 
most from the uprooting. They were both stormy in 
temperament and found it hard to acce pt discipline 
from the foster parents . In the case of Martha, the 
foster mother was able to play an important part in 
giving her direction from someone whom she admired 
and respected. In Allan's case, there were several 
factors. The first foster mother was intelligent, 
IJ 
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understanding and tolerant, while her own son, who 
was about Allan's age, aided also in his adjustment. 
Allan demanded close work and he was expressive both 
in words and actions of his feelings, but he ac-
cepted help well. Doris and rluth were never problems 
in the home. Janet, being the oldest, has been more 
conscious than the others of what has amounted finally 
to a real separation of the parents, but a close re-
lationship with her own mother and the latter 1 s ac-
ceptance of the foster home have been a real help. 
The children has been told of the circumstances 
leading to placement and have been led still t o be-
lieve that the father and mother planned a home for 
them. This was the basis on which the case was ac-
cepted . Now, there are strained relationships with 
hostility on the part of the father and tension 
among the children, with the worker urging the par-
ents to take the responsibility for explaining the 
situation to the children so that a lack of trust 
will not develop. The worker has described her feel-
ing presently as being like "sitting on a volcano." 
Summary of Group V* 
This one case shows vividly the role of the worker 
in holding a family together in spite of physical separation. 
The parents were helped in accepting placement and the chil-
dren were placed either together or in proximity to each 
other as a means of encouraging the continuance of a relation-
ship. The varied reactions of the individual children to 
pl acement and to their parents is also illustrated. In spite 
of the break between the parents , each has maintained a good 
relationship with and interest in the children. At present 
there is some strain, ~~th the parents hesitating to explain 
* Interpretation is combined with the group summary 
since there was only one case in the group. 
43 
to the children the improbability of again making a home for 
them. The importance of the foster parents in aiding the 
child's acceptance of separation and in contributing to their 
effective adjustment is also brought out in all five instances. 
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CHAPTER V 
CASE FINDINGS 
The following tables are presented in order to indic-
ate more clearly some of the findings in relation to the 
records of the thirty-three children included in this study . 
TABLE I 
PRINCIPAL REASONS GIVEN FOR REQU~STING PLACEMENT 
Reason Given 
Environmental factors 
Illegitimacy 
Behavior 
School adjustment 
Health 
Mental retardation 
Delinauency 
Total 
Number of Children 
17 
3 
6 
1 
2 
1 
3 
33 
The above table is indicative of the type of problem 
leading to the request for placement, but it does not repre-
sent all the reasons in each case, only the primary reason 
as stated at the time of referral. For example, more than 
one of the above reasons may be present in the same case, 
but the principal reason only is included above. Some cases 
referred for illegitimacy could have been included also under 
"environmental factors." This classification includes seven-
teen children for whom placement was requested due to the 
separation of the parents, desertion of one parent, inability 
,, 
! 
I 
I 
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to find living quarters, or illness of one parent . It is _j_ 
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apparent that most of the placements were sought for these 
reasons rather than because of the child himself. 
Tables II and III, below, show the age and sex dis-
tribution of the children at the time of referral, and also 
at the time of this study. No significant details are noted 
in regard to the sex distribution. 
TABLE II 
AGE A.ND SEX OF CHILDREN AT THE TIME OF Rl!;FERRAL 
Number 
Age 
Boys Girls 
Under 1 year 3 3 
1 - 3 years 3 2 
4 - 6 years 3 3 
7 - 12 years 9 6 
13 - 16 years - __! 
-
Total 18 15 
TABLE III 
AGE AND SEX OF CHILDREN STILL IN PLACEMENT AS OF 
NOVEMBER 1, 1951 
Age 
3 - 6 years 
7 - 12 years 
13 - 16 years 
Over 16 years 
Total 
Number 
Boys 
5 
6 
6 
-1. 
18 
Girls 
3 
7 
5 
15 
From the above it can be seen that most of the refer-
rals for placement are made before adolescence, and that over 
one-third of those still in placement as of the date of this 
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study are over thirteen years of age . 
TABLE IV 
LIVING .ARRANGEMENT OF CHILD AT TIME OF REFERRAL 
Living With 
Mother and father 
Mother only 
Father only 
Other relatives 
Foster family 
Mother and step-father 
Father and step- mother 
Other (hospital, school, 
alleged father) 
Total 
Number of Children 
l 
5 
8 
4 
7 
4 
1 
_Q 
33 
It is significant to note that only one child was 
living with both mother and father, and this child was refer-
red because of mental retardation . The remainder are evidence 
of the unstable home environment which they experienced prior 
to referral . Seven of the children were already in placement, 
either through an agency or by private arrangement by the 
parent or relative. Thus ties to the own family had already 
been subjected to physical separation. Ythile eight children, 
the largest number, were with the father, it should be point-
ed out that five of these represent one family, and were with 
the father only because the mother was in the hospital . 
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TABLE V 
SOURCE OF REFERRAL 
Source Number of Children 
Clergyman 
Social Agency 
Parent 
School 
Hospital 
Court 
Other 
Total 
1 
11 
12 
1 
4 
3 
__! 
33 
The largest number of referrals is about evenly dis-
tributed between agencies and parents, but it does show a 
recognition on the part of the parent of the place of foster 
care as a possible solution to some of their problems . 
TABLh VI 
FACTOrlS IN THE. PA.rtl!.NT 'S .MAhITAL SITUATION SHOVt! NG THE 
FREQUENCY OF OCCUrl.RhNCl!. OF ~ACH 
Factor 
Death 
Separation 
Divorce 
Remarriage 
Desertion 
Unmarried 
Together 
V'hereabouts unknov;n 
Number of Times Occurring 
4 
7 
9 
6 
4 
10 
1 
4 
The total is not given above because it bears no re-
lation to the number of cases studied. More than one factor 
may occur in the same case. For example, divorce may be cou-
pled with remarriage. In some cases where the parent was 
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married the chil d was the result of an extra-marital union 
and for the pur poses of this study was considered illegitim-
ate . Vbile illegitimacy was a factor in ten cases, it was 
menti oned as the primar y reason for requesting placement in 
only three i nstances (Table I). From the above table it can 
be seen that ten of the thirty-three children, or almost one-
third were illegitimate . The above table also serves to re-
emphasize the instability of the family background. 
It was found that five of the children were placed 
during the period 1943 - 1945, inclusive , having at the time 
of this study been in foster care from six to eight years, 
whi l e the majority, twenty-eight, wer e placed during the per-
iod 1946 - 1948, inclusive, and have been in foster care from 
three to five years. The following table is included to point 
out the number of pl acements , or replacements, made by Lv;H in 
relation to the number of years in f oster care. 
TABLE VII 
NUMBER OF Pl!;RJlANENT PLACEM~TS IN RELATION TO THE 
NUMBER OF YEARS UNDER CARE 
Number of Permanent Under Care Under Care 
Pl acements 3-5 years 6- 8 years 
1 10 0 
2 7 0 
3 4 1 
4 5 2 
5 2 0 
Over 5 _Q _g 
Total 28 5 
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For the purpose of the above table, permanent place-
ments only were included. Many had temporary placements such 
as summer camps, hospitalization, etc., but they were not con-
sidered . Permanent placements are those in which the child 
was placed with the idea that it would be permanent , although 
in some cases it was only for a short time . 
Ten, or nearly one-third of the children, had only 
one placement , and over half of them had no more than two 
placements, thus indicating a good adjustment to the foster 
home. It is recognized that a good positive rela tionship to 
the own parent , and the parent's ability to accept foster 
placement all contribute to the child's capacity for adjust-
ment in the foster home . 16 It thus appears that this may 
have been a factor in at least half the cases studied . The 
table does not indicate the reason for placement. Almost two-
thirds of the changes were made because of some environmental 
factor in the foster home rather than because of the child's 
behavior, or lack of adjustment . In one case the move was 
requested by the foster mother, because the child's mother 
had developed a romantic interest in the farmer's brother. 
Of the two cases which have had over five placements, 
both have been placed six times . One was an extremely dis-
turbed gir l who had been in placement since 1943, and her ad-
justment has no~r been so good that she has been in her present 
16 Supra p . 16. 
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foster home since 1948. The other was moved in order to take 
advantage of educational opportunities, and both of these 
children are now over sixteen. 
In seven instances the parent showed a continuing in-
terest through his assumption of either all or a major portion 
of the child's expenses, and was up to date in the payments 
which had for the most part been regular and prompt . Partial 
expense was met by seven other parents on a reasonably regular 
basis . They sometimes fell behind due to circumstances, but 
tried to keep up to date . Six others were seriously in ar-
r ears, but some or all of the balance was thought to be col-
lectible, while four others were considered uncollectible. 
Nine were supported by an agency, not necessarily L~~. There 
were no cases in which there was a substantial financial par-
ticipation by relatives other than parents. In one case a 
maternal aunt sent money for gifts for special occasions, 
such as birthday or Christmas . In another case a sister, 
somewhat unrealistically, offered to assume ~he support of 
the child, but was unable to follov.r through with her plan. In 
one case a mother , who had a good relationship with the fos-
ter mother, and also with the child, not only met her obliga-
tion promptly and regularly, but even raised the board rate 
twice on her own initiative . 
In considering the relationship of children and their 
relatives, it is important to determine how many had relatives 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL ~ORk 
LIBRARY 
to whom they might for m or maintain a relationship. Thirty-
one had one or both parents (not necessarily together); twenty-
seven had siblings; and thirty-one had other relatives, in-
cluding grandparents, aunts or uncles. In examining the rel-
atives who were living, all childr en had some relative who 
lived near enough geographically so that some overt interest 
might have been demonstrated by visits . In one instance the 
grandparents were in a far- west state, and in another an uncle 
from a mid- west state appeared on the scene briefly to visit II 
a child, and continued to correspond afterward. Otherwise all 
the relatives taken from the face sheet of the case record ~ 
were within the New England area or an adjacent state such as 
New York. 
For the purpose of this study, the relationship of 
the parent toward the child has been evaluated on the follow-
ing basis: 
1 . Good - Frequent, regular visits and contacts, with 
a strong , positive relationship apparent toward the child . 
2 . Fair - Less frequent visits and contacts, and more 
irregular, with some evidence of a positive relation-
ship toward the child, but with also some evidence of 
negative factors being present . 
3 . Poor - Even less frequent visits ; or may never visit 
or otherwise contact. The rel ationship appears shallow, 
negative, and sometimes non-existent or even destructive . 
----=-=-----=----
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A positive relationship has been defined by the writer 
as one in which the parent has accepted placement as a means 
to fulfill a constructive purpose, has worked through his 
guilt feeling or feeling of inadequacy, and is meeting his 
role as a parent in this setting in a reasonably mature man-
ner. A negative relationship shall be considered as one in 
which the parent , in his contacts with the child, gives ev-
idence of guilt and repudiation; he may be critical of the 
foster home, visit too frequently, or fail to visit when he 
has promised. His behavior toward the child is inconsistent 
and erratic. 
The relationship of the child toward the parent has 
been evaluated as follows: 
1. Good - The child looks forward to the parent's 
visits and is not disturbed by them. He is secure 
enough in his feeling toward the parent so that he 
can relate to, and adjust well, in the foster home. 
At the same time he keeps a strong, positive tie with 
the parent and seems to feel himself to be a part of 
the natural family. 
2. Fair - The child is sometimes disturbed by the 
parent's visits, or failure to visit. He shows his 
disturbance in his behavior and verbalization, and his 
ability to relate to the fo ster home may be inconsis-
tent and variable. 
3. Poor - The child tries to deny a relationship to 
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the parent or feels so hostile that it shows in his 
behavior, and has an adverse effect on his adjustment 
to the foster home and his environment in general. 
The above criteria were based on the evaluation and 
observation of the worker, the observation of the foster par-
ents and others, the verbalization and the behavior of the 
child and of the parents, all of which were found in the case 
record material in the process of reading for this study. On 
the basis of the criteria outlined above, the following tables 
are presented. 
TABLE VIII 
CONTINUING INTEREST OF PARENTS, SIBLINGS AND OTHER 
RELATIVES TOW.ARD THE CHILDREN 
Nature of the By By By By 
Interest Father Mother Siblings Others 
Good 6 14 14 0 
Fair 8 6 3 14 
Poor 5 7 5 11 
Unknown 5 6 
TABL~ IX 
CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP OF CHILD TOWARD PARENTS, SIBLI~GS 
AND OTHER RELATIVES 
Nature of the Toward Toward Toward Toward 
Relationship Father Mother Siblings Others 
Good 5 14 14 0 
Fair 8 6 3 17 
Poor 6 7 5 11 
Unknown 5 3 
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"Unknown," where it appears in the above tables, in-
dicates that the interest or the relationship may or may not 
exist , but the material in the case record was not sufficient 
to make an evaluation. It was evident from the above that the 
mothers seemed to exert more effort toward keeping up their 
interest than did the fathers. This was to be expected to be 
weighted for the mothers, in considering the ten illegitimate 
children . Actually the fathers do not make as good a showing 
as might be inferred, because in one case there were five 
children from one family to whom the father demonstrated an 
interest . This leaves an almo st negligible number to be con-
sidered otherwise . There were no cases in which a 11 good 11 
relationship existed between the child and other relatives. 
In one case two boys had made their home with a grandmother 
before being placed, and while there seemed to be a good re-
lationship, it became more tenuous as the placement continued. 
The grandmother, due to age and illness, was unable to visit, 
and realized that she would never be able to take them back 
into her home . Meanwhile the boys had become an integral 
part of the foster family. 
The practice of placing children of the same family 
together when possible added to the continuance of a relation-
ship among the siblings, giving them a sense of family unity . 
Relationships varied and fluctuated during the place-
ment, with the child at various times showing his confusion 
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over his place in the natural family . Until he was able to 
accept the reality of placement and to dispel the conflicts 
surrounding his situation his relationships to his own family 
seemed to suffer as did his o~n adjustment . 
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CHAPTfil'i VI 
CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study ~as to examine the records 
of a group of thirty-three children who have been in placement 
from three to eight years, to determine whether a relationship 
to his own family is continued during such a long time separ-
ation. Any conclusions to be drawn from this study are ap-
plicable only to this group of cases. 
That a continuing relationship does exist is evident. 
The influence of the parent on the inner life of the child 
was demonstrated by the child's verbalization, his behavior, 
and his att itudes. It was found also that in those cases 
where one parent was physically accessible and maintaining 
frequent contact, it was often the absent parent around whom 
the child showed the most interest and feeling. The relation-
ship was, in some cases, of a more negative than positive 
nature, yet it was so strong as to constitute a bond to the 
parent and to exert an influence on the child's attitudes and 
adjustment. II 
Those children who had a good relationship to the par-
ent appeared to adjust well in the foster home, but there were 
also two children who appeared to have no relationship to the 
own family who also adjusted well. One was placed when only 
a few months old, and the mother has never been heard from 
since. The child is nov, three and has known only the foster 
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parents. The other had been in placement since birth and the 
natural parents have ignored him at all times. He is now 
eleven and seems integrated into the foster family. One can-
not predict, however, whether the seemingly good adjustment 
will continue as the children grow older. 
A good relationship of children to their siblings was 
maintained in fourteen cases, but their relationship to other 
relatives outside the immediate family seemed, for the most 
part, lacking, or where it did exist, was tenuous. There was 
no case in which the relationship to other relatives was con-
sidered to be good. 
It was found that mothers tended to maintain a more 
active interest in the children than did the fathers, but in 
ten cases, illegitimacy was a factor, which presumed the ab-
sence of the father. It was not possible to predict the con-
tinuation of a family interest and relationship on the basis 
of the child's legitimacy or illegitimacy. 
Financial participation was one way in which the in-
terest of the parent was manifested, and the regularity of 
payments seemed directly related to the interest in the child. 
No financial participation was assumed by other relatives . 
In fact, the thought of such a possibility seemed to have a 
restraining effect on the relative's interest otherwise . 
The caseworker 's activity was an important factor in 
strengthening existing relationships, developing new ones , 
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and helping the child and the parent better to understand one 
another and themselves. The practice of placing children of 
one family together was an aid in maintaining a contact among 
these children, and in helping them to retain a sense of be-
longing to a natural family unit. 
In only two cases did there appear to be a likelihood 
of the child returning to his own parents and his ovm home. 
Although many initial requests for placement were for a tem-
porary period with the idea of taking the child back home, 
the placement has stretched into a longer period with no move-
ment toward the reestablishing of the home. It thus appeared 
that a good relationship and interest may be maintained even 
though the parent is not directing his efforts toward taking 
the child back. 
In conclusion, it appeared from this study that long 
time foster care did not mean a termination of a child's r e-
lationship to his own family; that there were both inner and 
outer aspects of the relationship; and that the worker 's 
function was , in effect, that of a catalytic agent in streng-
thening , 1eveloping and maintaining the relationship through 
helping the parent to accept placement, and his role in the 
process, and in helping the child to understand placement and 
to enjoy enough security in his relationship with his family 
so that he could also adjust to the foster home. 
- - --~-
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Name : 
Birthdate : Sex: 
APP~DIX 
Date accept. 
Relig : Legit: 
Source of original referral: 
Reason for referral: 
Living arrangement of child at time of accept: 
Marital status of parents at time case accept: 
Record of placement by LWH : 
Address 
Temporary placement, camp, vacation, e t c .: 
Date ~ 
Change in workers : 
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Case No . 
Illegit: 
Reason 
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Relatives of the child: 
Name Relationship Address 
Contacts by father or mother (specify which) 
Comments 
Contacts by others (specify relationship) 
Comments 
Change in parental status since placement : 
Financial participation : 
By whom: 
For board and room: 
For other needs: 
Regular or irregular: 
Notes and comments re: child's attitudes, worker's evalua-
tion, etc. 
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